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he Metropolitan Archbishop of Cape 

TCoast and the Apostolic Administrator of 
the Catholic Archdiocese of Accra has said 

that the Catholic Charismatic Renewal is a gift of 
God to the Church as a whole; that it is part of the 
Holy Spirit's movement in the Church which led 
to the Second Vatican Council in (1962-1965).  

He added that the Renewal which was started at 
the time by Pope St. John XXIII is still going on in 
the Church.  That it is a MOVEMENT of the Holy 
Spirit referring to Acts 2:1-12. There have always 
been in the Church such powerful renewal 
movements of the Holy Spirit throughout the 
2000 years history of the Church. He cited 
examples as: On Pentecost Day (and various 
times in the Acts of the Apostles; at the First 
Council of the Church in Jerusalem in Acts 15:6ff; 
the various Ecumenical Councils in the history of 
the Church; the coming to birth of the various 
Charismatic and Religious Orders; i.e., the 
Franciscans, Dominicans, Jesuits etc., and even 
the ourishing of missionary vocations in Africa 
today.

The Archbishop restated that the Charismatic 
Renewal in the Archdiocese of Accra at Forty ( 40) 
is to be a time of celebration together with the 
Archdiocese for her 125th Anniversary of 
Catholic Mission in Accra;

“I would like you therefore to ask yourselves, 
what is the Lord your God expecting of you for 
the greater good of the Church's mission in the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Accra?”;
“How are you going to t your theme in the theme 
of the Archdiocese?”
'What do you want to leave as footprints and 
legacy of the Charismatic Renewal for the 
Archdiocese in the years ahead?”

He gave a reection on the theme for the occasion, 
“COME TO ME” that the spiritual movement 
should be like the Gospel of John. 1:35-42; That 
members should be John the Baptist to all who 
come to them; point out Christ the Lamb of God to 

them, and like John the Baptist, their motto must 
be: “There goes the Lamb of God…”; “He must 
increase and I must decrease…”; “The friend of 
the groom is happy to hear the voice of the 
groom…”  The friend of the groom must be ready 
to die in witness to the Truth. 

He continued that members were to Lead the 
people to Jesus Christ the Lord Himself and to the 
Body of Christ which is the Church; allow the 
Holy Spirit to open them up to the grace of 
salvation that God offers each one of them in the 
Church:  “This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well-pleased; listen to him!”  (Mt. 17:5); He 
added that  Jesus is the Lamb of God…and he will 
lead them to the full knowledge of the Father: 
according to Mt. 11:26: “No one knows the Son 
except the Father and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
wishes to reveal him…”

In conclusion he advised that Jesus prayed in 
praise and thanksgiving and that was his advice 
for the members of the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Accra Charismatic Renewal as they celebrated 
their 40th Anniversary: 

“I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
for although you have hidden these things from the 
wise and the learned you have revealed them to the 
childlike.  Yes, Father, such is your gracious 
will…Come to me, all you who labour and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of 
heart; and you will nd rest for yourselves.  For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden light!”

MESSAGE
by MOST. REV. CHARLES G. PALMER-

BUCKLE, 
the Metropolitan Archbishop of Cape Coast and Apostolic 

Administrator of Accra Archdiocese
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GOOD WILL MESSAGE
By VERY REV.   FR. SAMUEL FILTON-MENSAH

CCR ARCHDIOCESAN SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 

t is said that life begins at forty (40). Going by 

Ithis very saying, I am not wrong in saying 
therefore, that the Catholic Charismatic 

Renewal of the Archdiocese of Accra is now 
taking off. Recounting the events of its humbling 
beginning and the inroads we have made should 
ll our hearts with joy and hope, because God has 
been faithful. “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to 
your name give glory, for the sake of your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness” 
(Psalm 115, 1).

The fortieth anniversary celebration should 
awaken within the present generation, a sense of 
commitment and sacrice to be able to take the 
Renewal to the next level. The CCR, Archdiocese 
of Accra has come to stay. It took the values of 
commitment, sacrice and prayer for the 
founding pioneers to establish the foothold of the 
Renewal in Accra. Over the years, successive 
leaders and elders have toiled unceasingly to 
consolidate the gains of the Renewal. This is our 
time to also take the Renewal to the next level. 
This cannot be a wishful thinking but respect for 
the values of Commitment, Sacrice and Prayer.

The challenges of the present time are different 
from those of forty years ago. This means that the
dynamics have changed and so we need to 
reposition and redirect our focus so as to be able to 
hit our target more purposefully.

It is in this direction that I wish to encourage a 
meaningful collaboration of the older generation 
of elders and the present generation in a more 
respectful and spirit-directed way. It is said that 
“what the elders see whilst they sit, the young 
ones cannot see even when they stand”.

I use this opportunity to extend very warm words 
of congratulations to all who have been a part of 
our story over the past forty years without 
exception, for your very silent contributions and 
your tireless sacrices, I say “God bless you 
exceedingly”

To all our elders and current leaders across the 
rank and le of the entire body of the CCR Accra, i 
say keep up the good work, ayekoo!

To each and every one who has the CCR at heart, 
may God sustain you and accomplish much more 
through your generous self-giving. 

God bless us all. Cheers!
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by the Archdiocesan Co-ordinator, 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, Accra .

MR BARNABAS CUDJOE. 

e come into God's presence with 

Wthanksgiving in our hearts and into 
His Courts with praise for the Lord is 

good and His faithfulness is to all generations. 
(Psalm 100:4-5).

We appreciate your coming to celebrate this 
signicant day with us. 
 
As Catholics, we are all aware that we are 
celebrating 125 years of the Catholic community 
in the Archdiocese alongside the Renewal's 40 
years Anniversary.   This is signicant in that, the 
prayer for a new Pentecost in the church by Pope 
John XXIII impacted on the Archdiocese some 40 
years back. If the church's prayer for a New 
Pentecost led to, among others, the emergence of 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, then the role 
of the Renewal is very dear to the heart of the 
church. 

The Archbishop Charles Gabriel Palmer-Buckle 
encouraged the leaders when we recently visited 
him that, the Renewal which started 40 years ago 
should continue to be stronger.  We would want 
to assure His Grace that since life begins at 40, our 
lives as Renewal members has just began. 
 
Your Grace, we are also grateful for your support 
over the years that you have been the Shepherd of 
the Archdiocese.  The support of Archbishop 
Dominic Kodwo Andoh of blessed memory was 
v e r y  e n o r m o u s .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e 
encouragement of Msgr. Francis Adoboli, Vicar 
General of the Archdiocese.
Looking at the theme for the year, “Come to Me”, 
we believe that the Lord is asking us as Renewal 
members to open up to Him and receive from 
Him to strengthen us for the task ahead.   Can I 
conclude that, it may therefore be by divine 
intervention that the Church and the Renewal 
celebrates together?

Forty (40) years also calls for a time of looking 
back, reecting on the present and paving the 
way forward and the leaders in the Renewal will 
do just that this year.
  
I would like to thank all who worked so hard and 
laid the foundation of the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal in the Archdiocese.  Permit me to 
mention especially the BIG SIX (At the appropriate 
time, we will see them, even though we lost some of 
them) and all who dispersed from the Holy Spirit 
Cathedral the day they were asked to cease 
meeting there.  We are grateful to the Council of 
Elders which is made up of the remaining Big Six 
members and other leaders who have served in 
the Deaneries and parishes all these years. We 
also appreciate the support of our past Spiritual 
Directors in the persons of Very Rev. Fr. Josep 
Visser , Very Rev. Fr. Andrew Campbell, SVD; 
Very Rev. Fr. Andrew Obeng, SVD; Very Rev. Fr. 
Raymond Osei-Tutu and the incumbent, Very 
Rev. Fr. Samuel Filton-Mensah, the Cathedral 
Administrator. We thank all past and present 
Coordinators and their Service Teams at the 
Archdiocesan, Zonal and local levels for working 
so hard in the Renewal and in the church.  

As I end this message, I would like to appeal to all 
Renewal members to wait on the Lord this year in 
Eucharistic Adoration.  This came out as one of 
our objectives for this year 2018.  The ADST 
believes that as we wait on the Lord He will 
renew our strength as we begin a new life in the 
Lord at 40.  (Isaiah 40:31)

Thank you and God bless you all. Amen.
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When and How it all began...

 
THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL, ACCRA ARCHDIOCESE 

1978 - 2018

...come and see a group 
of 'madmen' praying in 

the sanctuary.

Initial Streams

It is known that the Holy Spirit Sisters started 
the rst prayer group around 1971 and 1972. 
This group eventually got localized at St. 

Maroun's Parish, Osu RE and was under the 
leadership of Rev. Sr. Maria SSPS who later re-
located to Botswana. By 1977, the group had 
dwindled in membership and eventually stopped 
operating because of its rigid approach to prayer 
meetings.

The “Big Six”

In June 1976, a group of students of KNUST 
(Kumasi) who were graduating that year 
underwent  a  “Commissioning Service” 
organized by the Prayer Group at the Centre for 
Spiritual Renewal under the leadership of Rev. Fr. 
Sievers. At this service, which had its theme: John 
15:16 “You did not choose me; I chose you and 
commissioned you to go out and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last…” a lot of encouragement was given 
to the students and how they were expected more 
or less to serve as worthy ambassadors of the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
which was then only a few 
y e a r s  o l d .  B y  D i v i n e 
Providence 6 of these students 
all had their National Service 
Postings in Accra and therefore 
found themselves in Accra in 
the latter part of 1976. Some of them joined the St. 
Maroun's Prayer Group but became less 
enthusiastic about the group for reasons stated 
above.

These young graduates  had a sense of “wanting 
to do something” i.e. forming their own prayer 
group, but the overwhelming problems of 
starting life in Accra.- accommodation, transport 
and nancial difculties – became convenient 
excuses. 1977 therefore passed without any 
concrete action. In early 1978 Rev. Fr. Sievers, 
worried over the lack of activity of the “Accra 
Students” came down to Accra and severely 
reprimanded them for having let the Lord down. 
He told them that the Lord was the Lord of their 
problems and that with faith and 

condence in Him all problems militating against 
the formation of a prayer group could be 
overcome. 

It was at this meeting that the group was also 
informed of the impending visit of Ralph Martin, 
the  then  Direc tor  o f  the  In ternat iona l 
Communications Ofce of the Charismatic 
Renewal (the forerunner of the current ICCRS) 
and the role that the group was expected to play in 
receiving him and bringing him to Kumasi. With 
this encouragement, an approach was made to the 
Bishop and later to the then Cathedral 
Administrator – Rev. Fr. Thornton – who 
permitted the use of the pews next to the 
sanctuary for a prayer meeting. 

The rst meeting was held on 23rd March 1978 
with all six students present. They were George 
Musey, Godfried Forson, Charles Asiri, Philip 
Kumako, Jacob Aziaka and James Amesawu. This 
pioneer group is now referred to as the “Big Six”. 
A week later Ralph Martin and Gerry Rauch 
arrived in Ghana.

Even though most of their 
activities centered in Kumasi, 
the two nally spent two days 
i n  A c c r a  w h e r e  t h e y 
encouraged and strengthened 
the Accra Group. For lack of a 
suitable place for a praying 

over, the back of the Cathedral was eventually 
chosen for it. After all God was
e v e r y w h e r e 

Revitalized from the ministration of the American 
brothers the Group started inviting other 
interested Catholics to its meetings. However, the 
unfamiliar manner of Charismatic Prayer, i.e. 
clapping of hands, spontaneous prayer, gospel 
songs, etc. started attracting the displeasure of the 
Cathedral Authorities. One of the priests once 
even invited the Cathedral Administrator to come 
and see a group of 'madmen' praying in the 
sanctuary. (This was because Psychiatric patients 
often lingered around the Cathedral because of its 
proximity to the Accra Psychiatric Hospital). This 
eventually led to the movement of the Group 
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from the sanctuary but the Authorities did not 
decline a request for the Parish Hall then under 
construction for the continuation of prayer 
meetings. Without any chairs except for wawa 
boards laid on sandcrete blocks in a dust-laden 
environment, the group now began to enjoy the 
freedom of the Spirit much to the amazement of 
the Cathedral Authorities who had thought that 
the harsh environment of the uncompleted hall 
would rather drive the group away. The Assistant 
Parish Priest of the Cathedral once almost 
stopped a prayer meeting in his belief that the 
Renewal did not conform to Catholic Doctrine. 
The Bishop later rebuffed attempts to stop the 
group since he had earlier given his blessing.

The American Trip

One of the fruits of Ralph Martin's visit was an 

invitation to 4 of the “Big Six” to visit the US in 

October, 1978 to experience at rst hand what the 

Lord was doing in the Renewal. The four – 

George Musey, Godfried Forson, Charles Asiri 

and Philip Kumako visited the Word of God 

Community in Ann Arbor, Michigan, the People 

of Praise Community in South Bend, Indiana, and 

St. Anthonisus Parish in Newark, New Jersey. 

The experience was so profound that they 

returned with renewed zeal and dedication and 

set themselves to build the Charismatic Renewal 

in Accra.

The initial goal on return was to work towards the 

establishment of a Covenant Community along 

the model seen in the U.S. Even though this did 

not eventually materialize, the structures put in 

place to attain it nevertheless rmly established 

the Renewal in Accra. Among the “Big Six'' there 

were weekly sharing of members lives, bi-

monthly meals in homes, appointment of 

personal heads to counsel on members' personal 

lives, etc. After the rst Life in the Spirit Seminars 

had been organized in 1980, the group started to 

grow steadily and to form leaders and lead 

members into a deeper committed life in the Lord. 

There were instituted monthly leadership 

formation programmes and the establishment of 

Sharing Groups. These Sharing Groups spread 

over the city and became the pivot around which 

the Renewal grew.

At this stage the group began to pray for a name 

for the community and it was with much joy and 

excitement that the Lord led it to Rev. 21, 23 “and 

the city has no need of sun or moon to shine upon 

it for the glory of God is its light and its lamp is the 

Lamb”. Hence the name: “Light of Christ 

Community”.

Above and page 3 are pictures showing some of the activities of The big six
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Bro Charles Asiri, Bro Godfried Forson, Bro George Musey, , 

and Bro Philip Kumako at St. Anthonisus Parish 
in USA. 

The Marriage Ceremony of Bro Musey with all big six present.
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The Great Catholic Standard Debate

While the Cathedral group was establishing itself 

another prayer group got started at Achimota 

Parish (St. Thomas More). This group, led by the 

late Rev. Fr. Joseph Addy, had support from the 

late Bro Owusu-Boateng and late Bro Prince 

Amuah who were then members of the Cathedral 

Group. The Achimota Group by the middle of 

1981 experienced such a phenomenal growth that 

it literally took the centre stage in the propagation 

of the Renewal; people ocked there in their 

numbers for its twice weekly prayer meetings to 

satisfy both their curiosity as well as their spiritual 

thirst. 

Unfortunately, there were many Catholics who 

were also naturally feeling very uneasy. It was 

u n h e a r d  o f  f o r  C a t h o l i c s  t o  p r a y 

spontaneously,exercise Charismatic gifts and 

sing spiritual songs and this was causing a great 

scare among the faithful. Many articles appeared 

in the Catholic Standard with arguments for and 

against the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. The 

debate culminated in an Editorial of the paper that 

called for the Bishops Conference to speak. At the 

July 1981 Bishops Conference meeting at Cape 

Coast, the Bishops nally spoke in favour of the 

Renewal and encouraged it to be integrated into 

the church. In October, that same year Rev. Fr. 

Ernest Sievers who until then had been the 

unofcial leader of the Charismatic Renewal was 

formally appointed by the Bishops as the First 

National Co-ordinator for prayer groups. 

ISEF BUSINESS CONSULT

BUSINESS PLAN 
CONSULTANTS

Are you dreaming of star�ng your own business?  
Do you have a Business Idea?
Do you want to restructure your en�re business? 
Do you want to develop a Financial Plan, 
Projec�ons or Budgets for a specific purpose?
Do you need a WEBSITE to launch a digital 
marke�ng drive?
Don't hesitate, call or email us immediately to 
make your Entrepreneurial dreams come true.

What We Do
   ●Business Plans
   ●Marke�ng Plans
   ●Financial Projec�ons
   ●Strategic Plans
   ●Business Development
   ●Business Advisory Services
   ●Website Development
   ●E-Commerce Pla�orms
   ●School Management Systems

(233) 244 9065 24 - Owen
(233) 554 7078 88 - Justice
(233) 241 9989 21 – Abigail
0208741416 – Wilvision
info@isefconsult.com
www.isefconsult.com
www.itech.isefconsult.com

City Prayer meeting at the Holy Spirit Retreat Centre, 
Kuntunse Satellite , Accra
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Growth and Expansion

One of the rst task of the National Co-ordinator 

on his visit to Accra in November 1981 was to 

handle a complaint from the Cathedral 

Administrator about the increasing numbers of 

the Prayer Group members from different 

parishes to the Cathedral but over whom the 

Administrator had no pastoral responsibility. 

Without consulting the leadership of the prayer 

group, the National Co-ordinator and the 

Administrator decided that the Prayer Group 

should decentralize and move into the local 

parishes. Though this was the group's long-term 

objective the leadership protested against it and it 

took the National Co-ordinator considerable time 

in convincing the leaders to agree to this decision. 

In a sense they found the summit of Mount Tabor 

too comfortable to descend from and get down to 

work in the local parishes. Little did the group 

however know that it was a decision that the Lord 

himself had made. For soon thereafter local 

groups started forming –Dansoman, Mamprobi, 

Nima, Kpehe, St. Marouns, Korle Bu, Tema, 

Kaneshie and Cathedral in addition to Madina 

and Achimota groups that had earlier started. 

With prayer groups localized, membership grew 

and many Catholics found in the renewal a real 

satisfaction to the thirst they were experiencing. 

The group however came together once a month 

for city prayer meetings as a means of keeping 

aglow the spirit of love and unity.

Communication with the clergy started 

increasing and meetings were held with the 

Bishop half yearly. A signicant feature of our 

meetings was what we called the “Gamalian 

advice” the Bishop always gave us that we 

should not be discouraged by any criticisms and 

opposition in our efforts as nobody could stop us 

if the Renewal was a work of God. Transformed 

lives became the convincing factor about the 

genuineness of the Renewal especially in the area 

of sacramental life. 

Weddings became the order of the day especially 

among the leaders and special ministries sprang 

up to help with members' weddings. It was 

understood that it was the regularization of 

many marriages that convinced the Bishops 
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Conference to approve of the Charismatic 

Renewal.

Initial Structures

In these early years, the central authority of the 

Renewal in Accra was vested in “The Central 

Committee” under the leadership of Bro. George 

Musey. This was the forerunner of the present 

A.D.S.T. It had two (2) representatives from each 

of the ten parish groups. The committee met 

monthly and became the means for giving 

direction to the Renewal in Accra. By November 

1982, zonal groups had also emerged. 

Apart from Madina and Tema, which constituted 

zones in themselves the remaining eight groups, 

formed (4) zones of two (2) groups each. The 

Achimota Group was initially not a member of 

the Central Committee primarily because of 

differences between the Committee and the late 

Rev. Fr. Joseph Addy.

Support was also given for the organization of 

ministries with Bros. Godfried Forson heading 

the Healing, Jacob Aziaka and later Joseph Addae 

Owusu Leading, Ben Amegashitsi, Music, Mike 

Agyekum Books and Tapes and George Musey, 

Teaching Ministries.

Early Leaders

Apart from the brothers and sisters mentioned above 

other leaders played prominent roles in the initial 

stages of the Renewal. 

These were:

1. Patrick Gomashie
2. Sebastian Avle (left The Church)
3. Jonathan Lithur (deceased)
4. Mr. & Mrs Dzidah

Madina (queen Of Peace)

Nima (st. Kizito Parish)
5. Christian Dzidah (deceased)
6. Rev. Fr. Francis Damuah
7. Steve Cosmos Goncalves

Kaneshie (St. Theresa's Parish)
8. Yaw Abebrese
9. Victor Mortty
10.  Obrempong Owusu Achaw
11.  John P. Addae (deceased)
12. Christine Addae
13. Joseph Asamoah Akrasi
14. Stephen A. Duah-bruku

Mamprobi (Martyrs Of Uganda)
15. Anna Quarshie (deceased)
16.  Mark Anthony & Mary Ackumey
17.  Margaret Parker-allotey (deceased)
18.  Silvia Parker-allotey
19. Joseph Addae Owusu
20. Joseph Yegbe (deceased)
21. A. Adomako Mensah
22. Emmanuel Kwao
23. Tony Agbenyega

Dansoman (St. Margaret Mary Parish)
24. Thomas Nyarku
25.   Alexina Nyarku (deceased)
26.  Paul Kwofie
27.  Georgina Kwofie
28.  John & Ernestina Bobie (deceased)
29.  Mawuli Dramado (deceased)
30.  John K. Arthur

Holy Spirit Cathedral
31. Emmanuel Adjor (deceased)
32.  E. C. P. Buckle (deceased)
33.  Isaac K. Nti
34.  Celestina Twum Barima (Secretary to 

the Central Committee)
35.  Philip Anane Mensah
36.  Fifi Appiah Mensah
37.  Ben. K. Amegashitsi
38.  Anthony Ayikwei

Osu (St. Marouns Parish)
39. Georgina Owusu Fordwour
40. Joana Appiah
41.  Anorld Smends (deceased)
42. Albert Foadey (deceased)
43.  Agnes Owusu
44.  Bright Davis
45. John Twum Barima (deceased)
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Achimota (St. Thomas More)
46. Prince Amuah (deceased)
47. Albert Owusu Boateng (deceased)
48. Peter Dzagbo
49. Suzzie Kwame
50. Mary Kwame
51. Lucy Amenda
52. George Apo

Korle Bu (St. Luke)
53. Joseph Boateng Antwi (deceased)
54. Anthony Buabeng (deceased)
55. Michael Agyekum
56. Bart Opoku Acheampong

St. Anne & Joachim (Teshie)
57. Group Captain (rtd.) Awuviri & Mrs 

Awuviri

Kpehe (St. Paul's Parish)
58. Peter T. Tevie-tay
59. Emil M. Missodey
60. Thecla Anthony
61. Rev. Fr. Lawrence Duho (deceased)
62. Paul Asiamah (deceased)
63. Robert Offu (deceased)
64. Georgina Aryeetey (left The Church)

Tema (Our Lady Of Mercy)
65. John Tetteh
66. Comfort Tetteh
67. Ernest Nyarku
68. Tweneboakodua

Tema (Good Shepherd)
69. Samuel Deku
70. Bernard Commey

Tema (St. Joseph The Worker)
71. Kwesi Bismack
72. Mary Kumi
73. Augusta Tettey

Christ The King
74.  Margaret Eshun (deceased)
75. Abena Sarfoa
76. Francis Kwofie
77. Alex Aboagye
78. Samuel Aseidu Akrofi
79. Mavis Benneh

Wives Of Big Six
80.  Cecilia Marian Musey 
      (St. Margaret Mary,

Dansoman & Book Ministry)
81.  Mrs Francisca Esirifi (St. Theresa, 

Kaneshie)
82. Victoria Kumako 
83.  Alice Aziaka
84.  Comfort Amesawu 
(left The Church)
85.  Margaret Araba Forson

Holy Spirit Prayer Group
86. Dr. George Amofah
87.  Mary Anane Mensah

Legon (St. Thomas Aquinas)
88. Sebastian Gavor
89. Philomena Nortey
90. Dr. Online Rodriguez
91.  Dr. Elvis Nyarko
92.  Alexis Asuinura
93.  Gifty Boakye
94. Prof. Gabriel Ameka
95. Dr. & Mrs Stephen Dua Yentumi
96. Prof. & Mrs Danabang Kuwabong
97. Dr. & Mrs James Saanchie
98. Mrs Comfort Sennah
99. Mr & Mrs Michael Ossie

100. Fr. Yvan Yangyouru (sp) (deceased)

International Contacts and 
Conferences
The approval of the Renewal by the Bishops 

Conference set the National Co-ordinator looking 

afield for support in setting up national structures 

and offices. Accra was therefore privileged to 

welcome a team of 4 brethren from the Caribbean 

Islands in August 1982 to conduct a national 

seminar for leaders of the Renewal in Kumasi. The 

Accra leaders participated actively in this seminar 

and later hosted the team in four different localities 

in Accra for the purpose of learning more from 

their experience. 

A second seminar by the same team in Kumasi in 

May 1984, in which Accra also participated, led to 

the production of the present Life in the Spirit 
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Seminar Manuals. The Caribbean infusion 

enriched the Accra Groups a great deal, with 

one of our sisters – Georgina Owusu Fordwour 

eventually spending some time in Trinidad to 

familiarize herself with life in the Renewal 

there. She later returned to contribute her lot to 

the Renewal.

As a result of the National Structures put in 

place after the Caribbean visit, Bro. George 

Musey who was by then the leader of the Light 

of Christ Community was formally appointed 

in 1982 by the Bishop as the Co-ordinator for 

the Charismatic Renewal in Accra-Tema and 

served in this capacity till 1987. As Co-

ordinator, he also served on the National 

Service Team of the Renewal and was one of 

the 3 National delegates who participated in 

the International Leaders Conference of the 

Charismatic Renewal in Rome in May 1984. 

Earlier in 1981, Rev. Fr. Joseph Addy of 

Achimota had been part of the team that 

represented Ghana at the International Leaders 

Conference of the Charismatic Renewal in 

Rome.  Similarly, Bros. Bernard Asante and 

Gottfried Forson represented the Accra Group 

in the 1993 International leaders Retreat in 

Assisi, Italy.

Eleven (11) members of the Renewal in the 

Archdiocese also attended the ICCRS Conference 
rd thheld from 3  to 11  June 2006 in Rome. 

Accra was also privileged to host two directors of 

the International Catholic Charismatic Renewal 

Office in Rome namely – Rev. Fr. Tom Forest in 

December 1980 and Rev. Fr. Fio Mascarenhas in 

July 1983. These directors encouraged, 

strengthened the group and exposed it to the great 

work that the Lord was doing in the Renewal 

worldwide.

Meanwhile Providence blessed the Accra Prayer 

Groups with the arrival of Archbishop Ivan Dias 

as Apostolic Nuncio to Ghana in 1982. 

Within days of his arrival the Archbishop, who 

was an active member of the Renewal in Rome set 

himself to revitalize the Renewal in Accra. He held 

numerous formation programmes, visited all the then 

prayer groups in the city and by his active participation 

and support literally dispelled the notion that people 

had that the Renewal was not Catholic.

It is worthy at this stage to note that it was Archbishop 

Ivan Dias who supported and encouraged our second 

Chaplain, Rev. Fr. Andrew Campbell when the latter 

embraced the Renewal in 1984. Fr. Campbell's 

predecessor Chaplain was Rev. Fr. Josep Visser who in 

the early years of the Renewal shepherded the 

movement. He is well remembered for his Masses 

celebrated in the charismatic vein and a tragedy, which 

nearly befell the Renewal when five leaders on their 

way to Madina to welcome him back to Ghana, on 

return from Europe, were involved in an accident on 

the Airport Road on the 23rd of May, 1982 in Mrs 

Georgina Owusu Fordwour's car.

In 1987 as a result of increasing work load, Bro George 

Musey stepped down as Co-ordinator and thus ended 

what can aptly be described as the pioneering years of 

the Renewal in Accra.

The first Chaplain

Rev. Fr Visser

Second Chaplain, 

Rev. Fr. Andrew Campbell SVD) 
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The then Archbishop Ivan Dias (late) Bro. George Musey first CCR Co-ordinator,

Accra Arcdiocese

Bros. Bernard Asante (Left) and Godfried Forson (right) represented the Accra Group in the 

1993 International leaders Retreat in Assisi, Italy.

Recent trips to Rome and Israel, 2017
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The Consolidating Years 1988-1998

This period first saw the administration of Bro. Joseph 

Yegbe as Co-ordinator in 1987. Long before he could 

serve his full 3 year term, he was transferred out of 

Accra and his deputy Bro. John Twum Barima acted as 

co-ordinator until a fresh election brought in Bro 

Bernard Asante in 1988. He served until 1993 when 

Bro Steve Cosmas Goncalves became the new co-

ordinator. Bro Francis Ahiekpor took over from Bro. 

Steve in 1996. Bro Charles Antwi Konadu took over in 

2002, followed by Bro Michael Kra-Gyamera in 2005 

till 2011 when Bro Simon Attigah was handd over the 

button.  

The incumbent Bro Barnabas Cudjoe took over in 

2017 and it was during his term of office that the zones 

were  demarcated in line with the deaneries.

The Diocesan Team which was the executive body was 

re-structured with two representatives coming from 

each of the six newly created zones with the Diocesan 

Chaplain, Rev. Fr. Andrew Campbell SVD as a 

member. Presently, the CCR in the Archdiocese has 

expanded to cover nine (9) Zones, incorporating all the 

deaneries of the church with Zonal Service Teams co-

ordinating activities along with Zonal Chaplains.

All past coordinators worked exceedingly hard in 

bringing the Renewal to this state’ Our Good Lord has 

been faithful

Normally 5th Anniversaries of organizations are 

not celebrated but the presence of the Pro Nuncio 

in Accra in 1983 gave the group an opportunity to 
thcelebrate its 5  Anniversary and used the Nuncio 

to attract publicity. The theme for the celebration 

was “Here I am Lord send me” Is. 6:-8. The Nuncio's 

presence attracted many Catholics to our 

activities and eventually became members. The 
th10  Anniversary was also celebrated in 1988 

during the administration of Bro Bernard Asante 
stwith a number of activities culminating in the 1  

Diocesan Congress at Tema Secondary School.

Meanwhile in 1986 Accra through its two 

representatives – Bros. Godfried Forson and 
stJoseph Addae Owusu actively planned the 1  

National Leaders Conference of the Renewal in 

Kumasi. Over 100 leaders attended from Accra 

and through the support and the diligent work of 

the Accra Group, Accra became a real force to 

reckon with in national affairs.

5th Anniversary Crusade  - 1983-1988
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Open Air Crusades - 1988-1994

To think of Catholics organizing Open Air 

Crusades in the 1980s is like seeing human beings  

dropping to earth from the planet Mars. 

However equipped with the basic evangelistic 

tools, members of the Renewal moved out of the 

person to person evangelistic style and launched 

the rst ever open air crusade in 1988 at Nima. 

The effect was so profound that these crusades 

were then held yearly thereafter. It is worthy to 

note here that through the instrumentality of 

Archbishop Dominic Andoh open crusades were 

held with Rev. Fr. Jack Soulsby of Australia at the 

Kwame Nkrumah Circle in 1994 and 1995 where 

the lame walked, the blind saw, the deaf heard 

and the dumb spoke. 

As part of the efforts to train more people to 

undertake evangelistic work, the D.S.T in 1994 

sponsored the rst two members to the “Know 

and Tell School of Evangelisation” at Takoradi. 

Other Renewal members have since then trained 

at the school and are helping in no small way to 

spread the gospel.

Breaking out the traditional Catholic shell, the 

D.S.T. sponsored Jesus Walks from 1994 for the 

purpose of not only proclaiming the Word of God 

but also raising funds as happened during the 

Accra Diocesan Centenary Celebrations of 1993 to 

support the church.

As part of the Centenary Celebrations the CCR 

organized an Archdiocesan Crusade, where Rev. 

Fr. Kizito Abizi was invited to speak.  

Deaneries now organise crusades and this is 

mostly supported by CCR members at the 

deanery level.
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While efforts were made to develop all ministries, 

the Healing, Teaching, Leading, and Music 

Ministries received the greatest attention during 

the early years. The Music Ministry was re-

organised with the acquisi t ion of  new 

instruments with rehearsals being held in Bro. 

Godfried Forson's house at Asylum Down. With 

the collaborative effort of Rev. Fr. Adamfo of 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, 

Kpando, and later an American Lay Preacher, the 

Healing and Deliverance Ministry was 

revitalized and today it continues to be one of the 

means by which the Lord's power and mercy are 

experienced among Catholics.

In terms of Spiritual Programmes beyond the 

normal activities organized by parish prayer 

groups the D.S.T. during this period in 

conjunction with then Rev. Fr. Gabriel Palmar 

Buckle organized the rst Siege of Jericho – an 

intensive prayer based on the Rosary. Priests who 

were interested in the Charismatic Renewal were 

also taken through Life in the Spirit Seminars at 

Nsawam. This programme helped a great deal in 

opening up a good number of priests to what the 

Lord was doing in the Renewal.

As a means of getting integrated more into the 

church, the D.S.T. in 1993 sponsored the rst 

Pentecost Novena at the Holy Spirit Cathedral 

which incorporated talks on the Holy Spirit with 

traditional Pentecost Novena Prayers. The 

p r o g r a m m e  w a s  s o  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l . 

Consequently, it continued to be organized 

yearly at the Cathedral until it was localized in all 

parishes in 1996 when a number of priests 

complained about the lack of participation of 

parishioners in similar programmes at their local 

parishes because of their ocking to the 

Cathedral.

Presently, this Pentecost Novena Model has been 

adopted by the local parishes and many 

parishioners also join in the Pentecost Sunday 

City Prayer Meeting.

Over the years, the D.S.T. has actively promoted 

the Biblical Apostolate with the organization of 

several Bible seminars as a means of forming 

members in scriptures. Youth and Teens camps 

were also organized as a means of forming and 

getting the youth committed to Christ.

Ministries in the CCR in the Archdiocese 

presently includes:

the Prophetic ministry

Intercessory ministry

Women ministry

Youth ministry

Evangelization

Teaching ministry

Healing and Deliverance ministry and 

the Music ministry.

They are a great support to the Church and are 

active in the various parishes.

The Legon Crisis

One cannot recount the 40 year history of the CCR 

without its sour spots prominent among which 

was the crisis in the Legon Prayer Group in 1994. 

A faction of the group started operating in a 

manner that deviated from Catholic Teachings as 

well as guidelines governing the operations of 

prayer groups. Efforts to bring them to order 

including the personal intervention of the 

Archbishop yielded no results.

The faction eventually broke off to form its own 

ministry. Thereafter the Legon Prayer Group re-

organised itself and effectively contributed to the 

spiritual development of students at the 

university.

Formation Programmes         the Development of 

Ministries in the Early Years 
&
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 Renewal Ministries

In 1997 the Renewal Ministries of America visited 

Accra and organised a FIRE Rally at the 

Independence Square. The four prominent 

speakers were Ralph Martin, Sister Ann Shields, 

Peter Herbeck and Fr. Michael Scanlan.  The 

Independence Square was shaken to its 

foundation as the group ministered powerfully 

and touched many hearts.

Two (2) members of the Renewal Ministries, Rev. 

Fr. Francis and Mr. Brent Heizer of the USA also 

visited Accra and met with some of the Renewal 

Leaders at Legon in October 2006.  In August 29-

30, 2009 Mr. Brent and a team visited Accra and 

the team had a session with members of the 

Healing & Deliverance Ministry. On Sunday 

August 30 the team facilitated an Archdiocesan 

Prayer Meeting/Healing session at St. Theresa's 

Church, Kaneshie.

Visit of Marcy Simons & Pauline 
Ciaphone

Marcy Simons and Pauline Ciaphone, two 

American retirees from St. Louis, Missouri, who 

were spending their retirement in spreading the 

Gospel and were operating under Marcy Simons 

Ministry, rst visited Accra sometime in 1993. 

They shared the Word of God with us and took 

members particularly through Inner Healing and 

the operation of the Ministries. They shared and 

left behind a lot of literature on all aspects of the 

Renewal in addition to distributing material tools 

to help promote the acquisition of vocational 

skills. Their visits continued through to 2006 
thwhen they met with the ADST on 13  of July 2006. 

One signicant effect of the visits was their 

encouragement and the building up of the faith of 

women in the Renewal. 

Physical Changes

Accra Archdiocesan Secretariat:   An initial 

decision taken to acquire a permanent Secretariat 

for the Renewal led to the renting of a flat at 

Kaajanno, South La Estates. This was later 

abandoned because of legal problems. Work 

started on the present Secretariat Building, 

designed by Bro. Godfried Forson, at St. Paul 

Parish, Kpehe in 1994, after the Parish Priest had 

offered land for the project which was completed 

and dedicated that same year. 

It serves as the Accra Archdiocesan Secretariat 

running the CCR in the Archdiocese. The CCR is 

grateful to the Priest who was then in charge of the 

Parish, Rev. Fr. Appiasi and for all Priests who 

have since served as Parish Priests after him, 

including Very Rev Fr. Peter Atsu, Rev Fr. John 

Boye, Msgr. Francis Adoboli, now the Vicar 

General of the Catholic Archdiocese of Accra, 

Very Rev. Fr. Ted Nelson-Adjakpey, Very Rev. Fr. 

Peter Rocky Hesse, the incumbent.

ADST  Secretariat- meeting room

ADST  Secretariat-Administrative Office
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Holy Spirit Retreat Centre, Kuntunse

In the same year 1994, the Leaders of the Renewal 

conceived a dream of having a place for silent 

prayer and to retreat, reect and meditate on 

challenging issues concerning our spiritual 

growth. In a sense this was to as to also dispel the 

notion held by many that the CCR was noted only 

for shouting. 

In a search for a piece of land, Br. Stephen Cosmas 

Goncalves who was then the Coordinator of the 

Renewal in the Archdiocese discovered a close to 

4 acre at Kuntunse Satellite. The following people 

were instrumental in the acquisition of the land: 

Br. Stephen Domelevo, SVD; Miss Paula Mensah, 

formerly of St. Paul Catholic Church and Bro. 

Simon Attigah, the Immediate Past ADST Co-

ordinator. Archbishop Dominic Kodwo Andoh 

was informed of the intentions of the then Service 

Team and he gave his blessing and advising 

members to acquire another land for building of a 

parish. In 1997 the process of documentation of 
ththe land started. On the 9  of March 2002 the late 

Archbishop Emeritus of Accra, Most. Rev. 

Dominic Kodwo Andoh with Rev. Father Francis 

Adoboli performed the sod-cutting ceremony for 

work to begin the project named: Holy Spirit 

Retreat Centre.  The late Archbishop planted a 

mango seedling on the land.  Unfortunately, 

when the land was being cleared for development 

to begin, the plant was cut down. Strangely 

enough, when the leadership was later thinking 

of the kind of trees to plant, mango seedlings 

came to mind. Today there are mangoes all 

around the Centre in memory of the Late 

Archbishop Emeritus. 

The Retreat Centre is run by the Administration 

of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.  Currently   

it is used for Retreats, formation programmes for 

our members, both adults, youth and children. 

Archdiocesan Pentecost Prayer Meetings and 

Provincial Meetings are held at the centre. It is 

also becoming popular for running residential 

Growth in the Spirit Seminars. Parishes, churches 

and individuals (Catholic and Non-Catholic) also 

visit the centre from time to time for their retreats.

Funding of Kuntunse Project:  The project is 

funded from contributions from members in the 

deaneries and individual Catholics in the parishes.  

Our Spiritual Directors over the years have also 

supported in their own small ways.
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National Cloth

In 2004, During the tunure of Bro Charles Antwi 
Konady, the ADST came up with the production of 
cloth to be used by members as a means of 
identification which was adopted by the National 
office as a national cloth. 

Sections of Renewal members including the National Director (right bottom) displaying the beauty of the National Cloth

Liturgical Calendar and Programme 

of Activities: 

In 1995, the ADST started producing a liturgical 

calendar which contained the programme of 

activities of the Renewal in the Archdiocese and 

the leaders in the various Zones and ADST 

members. The main purpose was to encourage 

members to have access to the daily liturgical 

readings and also promote unity among zones. 

This has continued to date.
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Council of Elders

  In 2011, the Council of Elders numbering 18 was

formed and assigned the role of advising the 

ADST on any pertinent issues affecting the

Renewal in theArchdiocese.  At its rst meeting,

Bros George Musey and Joseph Boateng Antwi 

were elected as Chairman and Secretary 

respectively. 

AFRICAN SUB-COMMITTEE OF ICCRS

In August 2005, the Interim African Sub-

Committee of the International Catholic 

Charismatic Renewal Services (AFSCI of ICCRS) 

met in Accra, Ghana.  The meeting provided an 

opportunity for the brethren from both 

Anglophone and Francophone countries to share 

ideas which sought in some measure to unify the 

CCR in Africa.  Those present at the meeting 

were:

Mr. Oreste Pesare -  Director, ICCRS, Rome

Mr. Jean Pliya (Benin) - Chairman (AFSCI) & 

Rep.,Francophone Africa, ICCRS Council

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Tusiime - V i c e  C h a i r m a n 

(AFSCI) Rep. Anglophone Africa, ICCRS Council

Dr. Alex Lengeju (Tanzania) – Rep. East Africa 

Sub-Region

Mr. Joseph Bucknor (Nigeria) – Rep. West Africa 

Sub-Region I

Gricelia Mkumba  - Rep. South African Sub-

Region

Rev. Fr. Ernest Sievers - Advisor to AFSCI

Mrs. Messedem Julienne (Cameroun) – Central 

French African Sub-Region

Mr. Compaore Roch (Burkina Faso) – West 

French African Sub-Region

Mr. Bernard Asante  -  Chairman CCR, Ghana and 

Mr. Michael Kra-Gyamera (Ghana) then CCR 

Archdiocesan Co-ordinator of Accra.

At the conclusion of the meeting, it was decided 

that a maiden Pan African Conference be held in 

Accra, Ghana in July 2007.  Ghana was assigned 

the task of collaborating with the interim 

members of African Sub-Committee of ICCRS 

and submit proposals for the implementation of 

all aspects of the conference for consideration and 

approval by AFSCI.

ST1  PAN AFRICAN CONFERENCE

In view of the decision taken at the AFSCI 

meeting in August 2005, the National Ofce of the 

CCR in Ghana mandated the Accra Archdiocesan 

Service Team to form a Steering Committee to 
s tplan and implement the 1  Pan African 

Conference in the year 2007.  The Accra 

Archdiocesan Service Team therefore set up a 

Steering Committee with the Convener being Mr. 

George Musey to plan the Conference which was 
thlaunched on Saturday 14  October 2006 at the 

Holy Spirit Cathedral, Accra Archdiocese.  The 

Guest of Honour was Most Rev. Joseph Kweku 

Essien, the Bishop of Wiawso.

stThe 1  Pan African Conference of the Catholic 

Charismatic Renewal was held at the University 

of Ghana, Legon from July 18 to 26, 2007 and the 

closing Mass was held at the forecourt of the 

Statehouse.  

The theme was: “Africa Family of God, let rivers 

of living waters ow out of your heart''.

As part of the general preparations for the success 

of the Conference, the National Service Team 

(NST) of the CCR directed that a prayer chain 

prior to the Conference be conducted.  This was 

dubbed “PRAYER TRAIN” which started from 

the Wa Diocese towards the south through other 

dioceses and was scheduled to reach Accra 
thArchdiocese from Keta-Akatsi on the 29  January 

thand remain until 25  February 2007. The Prayer 

Train involved 24 hours of uninterrupted 

intercessory prayer each day for the success of the 
th

Pan African Conference, the activities of the 50  

Anniversary celebrations of Ghana's nationhood 

and the Church.
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Accra was zoned for this exercise, and the 

following parishes where the prayer Train 

(Intercessory Prayer) was conducted were 

K a s s i e / A d a ,  B a t o r ,  A s h i a m a n ,  T e m a 

Community 2, Sakumonoo, Legon/Madina, 

Kpehe, Kaneshie, Dansoman Star of the Sea and 

Holy Spirit Cathedral.

The Conference was very successful with about 

2000 delegates attending from various countries 

in Africa.  In attendance were Oreste Pesare, 

Director of ICCRS based at the Vatican and Mrs. 

M i c h e l l e  M o r a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  I C C R S 

(International Catholic Charismatic Renewal 

Services). Cardinal Peter Kwadwo Appiah 

Turkson the then Primate of Ghana celebrated the 

Eucharist to crown the Conference at the 

forecourt of the State House.  

Since then, there have been a second Conference 

in Yaounde Cameroun (August 22-28, 2011), a 

third at Kampala, Uganda (June 30-July 06 2014) 

and a fourth at Lome Togo (August 6-12  2018).

thFormal Launch of 40  Anniversary of the 
Renewal in Ghana: 

T h e  N a t i o n a l  O f  c e  t a s k e d  t h e  A c c r a 
Archdiocesan Service Team to put a Committee 

thin place to organize the launch of the 40  
Anniversary of the Renewal in Ghana in 2010.

On the day of the launch, the then National 

Chairman, Mr. Bernard Asante, the National 

Director Mr. Anthony Osei-Assibey and His 

Team joined a number of members at the Christ 

the King Catholic Church, near the Flag Staff 

House, Accra for the launch.  It was a joyous 

occasion.  The Vicar-General of the Accra 

Archdiocese, Very Rev. Fr. Francis Adoboli stood 

in for the Archbishop, Most Rev. Charles Gabriel 

Palmer-Buckle as the Guest of Honour.   The 

Anniversary Logo was unveiled.  The Vicar-

General, the Archdiocesan Chaplain, Very Rev. 

Fr. Andrew Campbell, the National Chairman; 

Mr. Bernard Asante and the Chairman for the 

occasion,  Bro. Francis Ahiekpor who was then 

the CCR African Coordinator for Anglophone 

West Africa and his wife cut the Anniversary 

Cake which was donated by the wives of the Big 

Six.  

Station of the Cross during the recent  Pan-Afrcan Conference in Lome, Togo

Pan-Afrcan Conference, Togo
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Bro Michael Amoah -AwuahMrs. Mary Anane-Mensah

Bro Pius Toboh, Youth Ministry

Anniversary logo unveiled. Looking on is Sis 
Gifty Boakye, Bro Anane Yamoah and Sis 
Marion Amuzu Mrs Lydia Anthonio24

IMPACT OF THE CCR IN ACCRA ON THE 
ARCHDIOCESE

1. Prayer
Through the Life in the Spirit Seminars (LSS), 
members have come to encounter Jesus in their lives 
thus engendering in them a desire to commune 
daily with the Lord in a spirit of prayer. 

2. Scripture Reading

Members' desire to read and pray the scriptures 
daily is the result of their encounter with the Lord 
through the Life in the Spirit Seminars. 

3. Bearing Fruit in the Apostolate
Through the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our lives, 
members have been motivated to get involved in all 
aspects of the Church's life and have exhibited the 
various fruits of the Holy Spirit.  

4. Evangelism
The hunger for evangelism in the CCR is borne out 
of the fact that one cannot experience Christ and fail 
to share Him with others. From its earliest days it 
was this desire that motivated members to draw 
others to the prayer meetings to encounter Christ. 
Thereafter in organized forms, the CCR has 
organized open air crusades, embarked on Jesus 
Walks on the streets of Accra-Tema, engaged in 
person to person evangelism, house to house 
evangelism and drawn lapsed Catholics back to the 
Church. 

5. Stemming the drift of the Catholics to other 
churches
It is a fact that the Church has lost some of its 
members to the Pentecostal and Charismatic 

Churches all because these Catholics were 
longing to encounter Christ in a manner they 
thought was not available in the Catholic Church. 
All that prevails in these other churches are now 
available in the Catholic Church through the 
CCR-Baptism of the Holy Spirit, lively music and 
worship, spontaneous prayers, healing and 
deliverance and the exercise of other charismatic 
gifts.

6. Exercise of Charismatic Gifts

The exercise of the charismatic gifts has not only 
been to the CCR members but to the Church at 
large. In the area of healing and deliverance 
especially, Catholics now have at their doorstep a 
ready avenue to receive healing. In some cases 
the exercise of these gifts have been done in 
conjunction with priests. 

7.Special Ministry to the Youth.
The youth constitutes the majority of CCR 
members and therefore special programmes 
have been tailored towards them to meet their 
needs. These include Youth and Teens camps 
during the long vacations where special 
t e a c h i n g s  a n d  p r o g r a m m e s  a i m e d  a t 
strengthening and deepening their Catholic and 
Christian Faith are run. All these have 
contributed towards keeping the youth in the 
Catholic Church.   

Section of leaders during the ofcial launch 



PAST AND PRESENT LEADERS OF THE RENEWAL
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SPEECH BY THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
OF THE CCR IN GHANA

Mr. Michael Kra-Gyamera
 “When the Spirit comes, you will receive power, and 

become my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the World.  (Acts 1:8).  

First and foremost, I would like to express gratitude to 

the Archbishop of this great Archdiocese for his 

mentorship and tutelage to the leadership of the 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal.  I also will like to show 

deepest appreciation to our able Archdiocesan Service 

Team (ADST) for holding the fort capably with such 

unparalleled commitment up till now as we join in 

celebrating this feat.  In like manner, our gratitude also 

goes to our energetic Archdiocesan Renewal Members 

for your meaningful contributions to the activities of 

the Archdiocese over the years which have culminated 

in our celebration today. 

There is no doubt that the Spirit of God has been at 

work in the life of the Renewal in the Accra 

Archdiocese, leading you to champion the course of 

Renewal and Evangelization.  This is afrmed in the 

growth that can be seen in the life of the CCR in the 

Archdiocese.  The Archdiocese currently, could be 

said to be the leading Diocese when it comes to 

organizations and well dened structures;  this has 

contributed to your continued growth.  We would say 

to the Glory of God that you are a model for other 

DSTs. As an Archdiocese, you have been able to carry 

other DSTs in the Province at your own expense, and 

we acknowledge you for such matchless effort.

Your contributions to the National Ofce, Adom Fie, is 

worth commending.  The Centre is forever grateful to 

you for your support over the years, and we thank God 

for the healthy relationship that exist between the CCR 

in the Archdiocese and Adom Fie.

I urge the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the Accra 

Archdiocese to be convinced and live her identity as a 

true Catholic Charismatic Renewal movement.  Pope 

Francis has said of the Renewal that it, “is the current 

of grace birthed out of the will of the Holy Spirit in and 

for the Church”.  I therefore urge the CCR in the 

Archdiocese to make every effort to bring this 

Pentecostal Grace, especially through Life in the Spirit 

Seminars (LSS) to every Catholic. 

May the Archdiocese hearken to the charge of Pope 

Francis and stick to the basics of the CCR and be 

 committed to prayer, bible study and sharing and live 

a life of unity in diversity.  Here I urge the CCR to work 

in close collaboration with all the other groups and 

societies in the Church in order to renew the Grace of 

Pentecost in the life and mission of the church.

As the Accra Archdiocese is in the capital of Ghana, 

you bear a lot of responsibilities on behalf of the 

Renewal.  Consequently, we urge you to raise 

Intercessors to ensure that the Presidency, Parliament 

and governance, is taken to the throne of grace for 

God's intervention in our nation.  Being the entry point 

and departure point of our nation, we want to still 

continue to count on you to represent the Renewal 

whenever you are called upon to do so.

We also like to appeal to all the Priests and Religious to 

team up with the Renewal for effective renewal and 

evangelization in the Church.

We pray that we could count on each other to advance 

the course of Renewal and Evangelization; the two 

sole pillars of the Renewal in Ghana and beyond.  We 

pray that the Lord will continue to grace you for 

continual impact in the local Church and may the good 

Lord Bless all your efforts and be assured of our 

continued love and support.  

Finally, brothers and sisters in Christ, on behalf of the 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Ghana and the 

National Service Team, I wish to congratulate the 

Renewal Movement and the Accra Archdiocese on the 

occasion of your 40th Archdiocesan Anniversary 

celebration. I also congratulate the Catholic 

Archdiocese of Accra on th occasion of their 125th 

Anniversary celebration. May the God of Peace make 

you holy and bring you to perfection.  May you be 

completely blameless, in Spirit, soul and body, till the 

coming of Christ Jesus, our Lord; He who called you is 

faithful and will do it……. May the Grace of Christ 

Jesus our Lord be with you.  (I Thes. 5:23-28)
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 MESSAGE
By MR. SIMON ATTIGAH 

ACCRA ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCIAL CO-ORDINATOR

he Accra Ecclesiastical Provincial Co-

Tordinator Mr. Simon Attigah has said that 

small beginnings have a great end when God is 
part.  It is a period of testing, trails, change and the 
concept of Renewal.  He acknowledged and 
expressed his heartfelt  appreciation to all Past 
Co-ordinators and their respective dynamic 
service teams.

He observed that the theme the CCR in the 
Archdiocese chose for their celebration, “Come to 
Me” was very important and apt especially in 
these current turbulent times.  He continued that 
there was a need to mobilize resources both 
physical and spiritual to renew their commitment 
to Evangelization.  He drew the attention of 
members to the fact that as the Archdiocese of 
Accra celebrates 125th Anniversary with the 
t h e m e  “ R e n e w i n g  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
Evangelization, Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
members had a major role to play as they re-echo 
the missionary mandate given by the Lord Jesus 
Christ in Mat. 28:18:20.  Jesus said, all authority 
has been given to him in heaven and on earth.  Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and 
of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all 
things that He has commanded them.

Mr. Attigah told members that  they should 
constantly remind themselves that the Renewal 
was not for relaxation.  “Those who have met Christ 
cannot shut themselves up in their own little world”, 
he said.  He continued that such a limitation 
would be sad.  “We must open out like a fan in order 
to reach all souls”.

He thanked the Lord and members for the 
support given him as a Provincial Co-ordinator 
and members of the Province.  The Province 
would still count on the generosity and sacrice 
and hard work of the CCR in the Archdiocese.  He 
urged members to be obedient to the church and 
put the lives and charisms to the service of the 
church as a fruit of New Pentecost.

“To conclude, dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
listen to what the Holy Spirit says; today if you 

will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts. In the 
day of trail in the wilderness, where your fathers 
tested, tried me, and saw my works forty years” (Heb 
3:7-9).  Like Mother Mary let us say Yes to the 
Lord, co-operate with the Holy Spirit and renew 
our commitment to evangelization and witness 
for Christ.

Long Live the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, 
Long Live the Catholic Archdiocese of Accra. 
Amen.
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n the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of the 

Ocelebration of the Catholic Charismatic 

Renewal, it gives me great honour to 

congratulate you on behalf of the Accra Archdiocesan 

Laity Council for your achievement so far for reaching 

this spiritual age of forty years.

There is a popular saying that, life begins at forty. 

Surely, there is something special about the gure 40.

Noah made the ark in 40 days, the Israelites walked 

through the desert for 40 years, the tower of Barbel 

was built in 40 days and Jesus fasted for 40 days. 

We salute the leadership of CCR for the effective 

organization of the “Life in the Spirit Seminars” 

throughout the years of its establishment.

CCR is indeed among the lay organizations in the 

Diocese which have dynamic forces in the parishes.

The Laity Council encourages the CCR to continue to 

collaborate so as to assist Christian faithful to fulll 

their essential role as lay people in the Apostolic 

Mission of the church in the spirit of Vatican II to:

1 .  P r o m o t e  a n d  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  N e w 

Evangelization.

2. Bring God's words to the daily life of people 

and give it a place of honour in the hearts of men 

and women.

3. Motivate the lay faithful to read, study, pray, 

share and live the word of God

4. Continue to organize basic bible seminars

5. Help the lay faithful to develop and have 

personal relationship  with Jesus Christ.

At Pentecost (in the Act of the Apostles 1), the disciples 

devoted themselves to constant prayer until the Holy 

Spirit came  upon them with tongues of re lled their 

lives and gave them courage  and power to witness to 

the world.

This evidence is seen in the “Light of the Spirit 

Seminars” organized by CCR in Parishes and also in 

lay societies within the Dioceses. This important role 

is contained in the Lay Apostolate Decree of Vatican II 

as follows:

“Bishops, Parish Priests and other clergy will 

remember that the right and duty of exercising the 

apostolate are common to all faithful whether clerics or 

lay and that in the building up of the church, the lay 

people too have parts of their own to play. For this 

reason, they will work as brothers with the Laity in the 

church and for the church, and will have a special 

concern for the laity in the apostolic activities of the 

later” known as the Decree on the APOSTOLATE of 

the LAY People ,Apostolicam Actuositatem # 10 

(A.A.10)

The decree on the Apostolate of the Laity went through 

hard moments before its nal text approved with the 

assistance of lay persons in the re-editing of the text in 

November of 1965.

In it,  the council Fathers proclaimed a new 

understanding of the role of the laity as active and not 

passive participants in the life and mission of the 

church. The emphasis is on “the laity's proper and 

indispensable role in the mission of the Church” owing 

from Christian vocation. For example, in chapter two 

of the document, it states that “The laity exercises a 

genuine apostolate by their activity on behalf of 

bringing the gospel and holiness to men, and on behalf 

of penetrating and perfecting the temporal sphere of 

things through the spirit of the gospel. 

Hence, the developments in the lay ministry since the 

council are rooted in service and sacraments and also 

through the special gifts called charism given to the 

laity.

To conclude, we encourage the CCR to continue to 

collaborate with the faithful as members of the 

organized communities or Associations to fulll their 

essential role as lay people in the apostolic mission of 

the church.

Happy Anniversary and best wishes.

Thank you 

Congratulatory message from Accra Archdiocesan
 Laity Council

by MAJOR JRK TANDOH (RTD)
Acting Chairman, Accra Archdiocesan Laity Council 

Congratulations!!!
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MR. VICTOR MENSAH

ADDRESS BY CHAIRMAN OF THE 
40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

eloved in Christ, the Catholic Charismatic 

BRenewal in the Accra Archdiocese is 40 
years  o ld  and  the  theme for  the 

commemoration of this milestone is:  COME TO 
ME, (Mat. 11:25-30.

Forty years ago, 23rd March 1978, six young men 
availed themselves to be used by the freshness of 
the air of the Holy Spirit to blow and to impact 
positively into Accra Archdiocese when they 
answered the Lord's call to lead the Renewal in 
the Archdiocese.

The 40th Anniversary Planning Committee was 
tasked to roll out activities that are beautiful in 
simplicity and with unique aroma of fun fair. The 
main events have been: 
                                                                                                           

●  Launching of the 40th Anniversary on 

14th January,2018 at  Holy Spir i t 

Cathedral where the anniversary logo 

was unveiled in style by Brother George 

Musey together with two (2) of the 

members of the “Big Six” Brothers Jacob 

Aziaka and Godfried Forson, supported 

by Archbishop Charles Palmer-Buckle, 

the Vicar General Msgr. Francis Adoboli 

and Br. Patrick Gomashie; the 92 year old 

member who was invited by the 

Archbishop to remind the new generation 

that the OLD IS GOOD, a beauty in 

simplicity.    

●   The Forty Days Fast for Forty Years came 

on as planned during the season of Lent 
th thfrom 14  February to 30  March 2018 at 

the Local and Zonal levels under the 

theme: Returning to My First Love (Luke 

15:20).  Members remained focused on 

the areas of prayer including: seeking 

mercy and reconciliation with God; For 

righteous living; Evangelizing with our 

lives; praying for church and our nation 

Ghana as well as waiting on the Lord in 

Eucharistic adoration. 

                                                                                                                      

●  The All Leaders Forum held at Christ the 

King Hall on 18th March, 2018 which 

enab led  l eaders  t o  seek  t o  g ive 

projections as to how the Renewal in the 

Archdiocese will fare in the areas of 

leadership, impact in the Archdiocese, 

operation of the Ministries and Charisms 

and the mobilization of Human and 

Financial Resources for maximum impact 

in ten years, by which time the Renewal 

turns 50 years.  This was very well 

attended by about 300 leaders and 

presently a Ten-Year Strategic Plan is 

being drawn.    

●  23rd March 2018 was marked as symbolic 

with all-night in all the nine (9) Zones                                                                           

in commemoration of the rst Prayer 

Meeting of the Renewal in the Accra 

Archdiocese attended by all of the big six.  

●  Family Re-Union saw members visiting 

the seminarians at St Paul, Sowutuom on 

13th May, 2018 to pray with them, 

fraternise with them, also witness the 

handing over ceremony of their new 

Service Team .  

●  Pentecost Novenas coupled with the 

Upper Room Experience took place from 
th th10  to 19  May 2018.  The Upper Room 

thexperience at St Bakhita came on 20  May. 

It was all joy and  full of impact.
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●  Day of Socialisation was revived on the 

calendar of the Renewal and this took 

place on 30th June, 2018 at St Aquinas 

SHS with much fun. The young and the 

old played.  You should have seen the old 

outwitting the young.

●  Our women were not left out.  They 
thorganised  the 40  Anniversary version of 

“Operation Hannah Conference” under 

the theme: “Come and See a Man who 

told me all that I have done.” The theme 

alone should tell you that the women had 

sober reections for their lives.

 
th●   On 29  July 2018, a Day of Thanksgiving 

and Seed Sowing at 40 took place in all 

the Zones where members thanked the 

Lord with their substance.

●  Come To Me, a One Week Evangelisation 

of Winning Asutuare for Christ took 

place successfully at Asutuare from 19th 

to 26th August 2018 and I salute all the 

400 ofcers who were on the eld to do 

“battle for Christ.”    

 ●  As we crown our 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

today 16th September, 2018, we thank 

and appreciate God for 40 years of 

journeying with us, for seeing us through 

these celebrations and also to implore His 

favour in the years ahead to grow from 

grace to grace.                                                                                                               

After quiet a long search for a venue for 
the Upper Room Experience, our 
attention was drawn by one of our 
members to St. Bakhita Catholic Church, 
Tema Community 20.  Some members of 
the Committee visited this chapel and 
prayed. It was during the prayer that the 
message, “I am Here, I am here , I am 
with you”assured us that we were at the 
right place.  Therefore, having COME 
TO HIM and welcoming us, we agreed to 
host the two major programmes of the 
Upper Room Experience meant for 
Kuntunse and the Climax meant for the 
Forecourt of the State House all at St. 
Bakhita Catholic Church. 

We, on behalf of the ADST grateful to the Priest in 
Charge of St. Bakhita Catholic Church, Very Rev. 
Fr. Emmanuel Gosu and his parishioners.  We say 
God richly bless you for opening your doors to us.

We thank the ADST for choosing us to 
plan the 40th Anniversary celebrations. I 
for one would like to particularly thank 
the Chairman of the Council of Elders, 
Mr. George Musey and his abled 
members for their immense support and 
all of you for your massive participation 
in all the programmes.

To our God onto whom our intercession 
through Mother went by way of ANGELUS , be 
all Glory, Honour and Praise. Amen. 

Chairman of the Committee seeking 
opinion from Mr Antwi Konadu, past ADST Coordinator
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AT THE UPPER ROOM
St. Bakhita Parish, Comm 20

  FR.

A section of some of tee leaders during the Installation In CCR Cloth , e Adminisraor Mrs Marion Amuzu
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CCR ZONES AT ARCHDIOCESAN CONFERENCE 2017, UNIVERSITY OF GHANA, LEGON

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
1. Mr. Victor Mensah   -  Chairman
2. Mr. Philip Anane-Mensah  -  Council of Elders
3. Mrs. Agnes Quanson-Wullar -  Liaison – Zone 8
4. Mr. Joseph William Quayson -  Rep., Finance Team
5. Mrs. Beatrice Tettey  -  Women Ministry
6. Mr. Reuben Ameanu  -  Technical Team
7. Mr. Victor Adrohu   -  Intercessory 
8. Mr. Edward Ayem   -  Medical  Team
9. Mr. Joshua Amuzu   -  Music Ministry 
10. Mr. Pious Toboh   -  Evangelization
11. Mrs. Doris Ameke   -  Welfare 
12. Mr. Daniel Pobee   -  L. C. F. 
13. Mr. Paul Kuunang   -  Teaching Ministry
14. Mr. Emmanuel  Asare Marfo -  Awards Committee
15. Mrs. Elizabeth Haizel  -  Member
16. Mr. Glenn Agyeman  - Youth Ministry
17. Mr. George Tetteh   -  Music Ministry
18. Mr. Sampson Kofi Moukoegyinse - Security Team
19. Mr. John Kizito Ligi  -  Member
20. Mrs. Marion A. S. Amuzu  -  Secretary
21 William Ken-Ofori                        - Graphic Designer

Few of the Planning Commi�ee Members
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MENSDO BEVERAGES INDUSTRY LTD.

We take orders for weddings,
Funerals, Parties, Meetings and all special Occasions.
Our Juice comes in Bottles, Gallons and Dispensers

For bulk purchase, contact: 0244 855 558, 0243 463 691,0244 327 321
mensdobeverages @yahoo.com
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Principal Activities

Assets and Facili�es Management Services

Occupa�onal Safety, Health and Environmental 

     Management Service

General Construc�on Services

Biofil and Biogas Installa�ons

Project Management

Real Estate Development

Interior Design and Decora�on

General Telecom Infrastructure Services

A-Lang, Taxi Rank, Lake Bedo Close,

P. O. Box, AN 18876,Accra North

Mob: 0209601000 / 0244436219

 Mob: +233 (0) 208 741 416 / +233 (0) 248 841 099
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